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MEDIA ADVISORY 

Let’s Buy A Mountain® 
it’s not as crazy as you think 

 

WHAT: Press conference to announce fund raising for purchase of 17 acres of 
open space/ wildlife habitat nestled in historic Laurel Canyon in Los Angeles 
 
WHEN: Wednesday October 14, 1:30 PM  

 
WHO: Laurel Canyon Association, Citizens for Los Angeles Widlife (CLAW), 
Mountains Recreations & Conservation Authority, Councilmember David Ryu 
(CD4), Councilmember Paul Koretz (CD5), Laurel Canyon Land Trust. 

 
WHERE: 8599 APPIAN WAY, on the Laurel Canyon Wildlife Corridor.  Entrance 
is at the top of residential Stanley Hills Drive (uphill has the right of way) parking 
just beyond the gate.  Bring sturdy walking shoes. 
 
PRESS CONTACT: Alison Simard, Alison@clawonline.org, 323-445-8402 

 
For more: www.letsbuyamountain.com  
Donations to: www.clawonline.org/letsbuyamountain 
 

Background:   The Laurel Canyon Association (LCA) in partnership with the Mountains 
Recreation & Conservation Authority (MRCA), Citizens for Los Angeles Wildlife (CLAW) 
and the Laurel Canyon Land Trust (LCLT) have entered into an agreement to purchase 

17 acres of the mountain between Lookout Mountain Avenue and Stanley Hills Drive.   
 
On conclusion of fundraising efforts, this very large piece of LA’s greenbelt will be 
forever removed from the threat of development. This land will be maintained as open 
space where the preservation of natural vegetation and wildlife come first. 
 
WHY?  Our Mountain 

This is our mountain, one of the highest points along the 
Hollywood Hills in the Santa Monica Mountain Range at about 
1400 feet. The mountain rises up from Stanley Hills Drive on 
the south, reaches a crest, and then descends down to 
Lookout Mountain Avenue on the north.  The views are 
spectacular from the sea and Catalina Island to the distant 
Sierras. Although surrounded by homes, crossed with a power 
line, and abutted by easements, this 17-acre site is still in 
remarkably pristine condition hosting stands of Coastal Oaks 
and native wildlife, including deer, coyotes, bobcats and 

raccoons. Remarkably, this mountain lies in the heart of urban Los Angeles. 
Both sides of the ridge, which is capped with several hundred feet of relatively flat land, 
are quite steep providing natural protection for wildlife. In one of the most prized home 
locations, it is amazing that such a huge and beautiful site is still pretty much as nature 
designed it. In purchasing this mountain, we will pass on a legacy of environmental 
stewardship to countless generations. 

http://www.letsbuyamountain.com/
http://www.clawonline.org/letsbuyamountain
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Let’s Buy A Mountain Backgrounder 

Why Laurel Canyon? 
 
The Laurel Canyon neighborhood is one of the oldest hillside communities in Los 
Angeles.  Long before its fame as a 60s redoubt for rockers, Laurel Canyon was 
founded as a vacation retreat accessible by foot and donkey. One hundred years later, 
many of the roads are still barely one lane wide, yet development has continued apace 
leading to today’s situation where safety and infrastructure are not sufficient to support 
the housing density. Buying this mountain removes seventeen acres of land from 
potential development and helps preserve the natural hillside ecosystem. 
 
Who will benefit? 
 
The primary beneficiary will be nature itself, with its wildlife and native vegetation. This 
will be first and foremost about preserving open space.  

Who is doing this? 
   
Why is the MRCA involved? 

  
The MRCA is a local agency that works with the Santa Monica Mountains 
Conservancy (a State agency) and other agencies to manage open space. They 
are expert at this, plus they take on the costs associated with management of the 
land. This frees local organizations from long-term liabilities such as brush 
clearance, insurance and taxes. 

 
Mountains Recreation & Conservation Authority 

Why this land? 

  
If we want to preserve this style of life for ourselves and future generations, we 
must act. If we are serious about preserving an ancient wildlife corridor, natural 
habitat and the City’s greenbelt, then we must act. That means reaching into our 
pocketbooks to buy the remaining open space. This is really just the beginning. 
That’s why we have launched the Laurel Canyon Land Trust, to acquire more 
properties in the future. 
 
Additional photos of our mountain:  

 
The view from the mountain. 

http://www.mrca.ca.gov/
http://www.mrca.ca.gov/
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As visualized on Google Earth. 

 
 
 


